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¢ 'xn  There were huge forest fires in Japan in February and March
2025. The fire in Ofunato burned 3,370 hectares. In Ofunato in
February, there was very little rain, and it was very dry. Because of

however, the number fell. In recent years, there have been about
1,300 forest fires per year. The area burned by forest fires has also
o decreased. In 1974, more than 10,000 hectares were burned, but in

this, trees burned easily. Strong winds also spread the fire quickly,
s so it was difficult to put out the fire.

@72 Forest fire damage in Japan decreased for many years. As the recent years, it has been about 700 hectares per year. However, the
graph shows, there were over 8,000 forest fires in 1974. After that, damage in 2025 was much greater.
BT - RO ¢’'2  When and why do most forest fires happen? About 70% of

forest fires in Japan happen between January and May. This is
= because of low rain, dry weather, and strong winds. There are fewer

forest fires on the Sea of Japan side because it has snow in those

months. Also, most forest fires do not happen naturally. They are

caused by campfires, burning of dead plants on farms, and other acts

by humans. Therefore, people must be very careful, especially from
.n  Wwinter to spring.
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