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Ukraime was once part of the Soviet Union,
along with Russia. [t became an independent
country after the Soviet Union collapsed in
1991. Since then, one of Russia’s biggest
- concerns has been whether Ukrame would
remain friendly toward Russia. That 1s
because Ukramne has always been close to
Russia, both in location and in culture. Many
Russians even called Ukrammans “Little
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Russians.” However, a revolution took place
in Ukrame m 2014, The new leaders chose
to move closer to countries in the West, such
as the U.S. and Europe. For Russia, this was
unacceptable. That same vear, Russia used

military force to take over Crimea, a part of -

Ukraine.
Adfter the 2014 revolution, the United States

continued to support Ukrame. The US.
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believes that the people of Ukraine should
decide their own future. This belief 1s based
on a basic US. policy: Countries should not
use military force to change borders. The
U.S. gave the Ukrainian military $1.5 billion
m aid, which 1t used for new weapons and
military training. And even after Russia
suddenly attacked Ukramne 1 2022 the US.
remamed Ukramne’s strongest supporter.
Global aid to Ukraine totals about $287
ballion, about 40% of which comes from the

o US.

The attitude of the U.S. changed after
Donald Trump became president again in
2025. Trump seemed to want to stop giving
aid to Ukramne. “It’s not our war,” he has
said. Since 2022, he has sometimes blamed
the war on former President Joe Biden. He
thinks the huge amount of aid 1s a waste, and
the mumber of Amenicans who agree with
him 15 gradually increasing.

In 2022, when he wisited the US.
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Congress, Ukramian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said tlus:
chanty. It's an investment in the global
security and democracy that we handle in the
most responsible way.” The U.S_has acted to
protect democracy throughout the world since
World War II. Most Amencan leaders have
believed that the U.S. benefits politically and
economically from the spread of democracy.
But Trump does not seem to feel that way.

“Your money 1s not

He believes that other countries are taking
advantage of the United States, and the U.S.
recerves too little mm return. Uniil now, the
U.S_ has played a major role in solving many
of the world’s problems. Even when there
were disagreements. the U S acted based on

certain ideas. such as democracy, peace, and
human nghts. However, this role may be
about to change dramatically. [ |
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