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The Frica of Rice

As costs increase,
people think about buying rice from overseas
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Since 2024, the price of rice has
risen greatly. Around March 2024, a
5-kilogram bag of rice cost about 2,000
yen. But by March 2025, the price had
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risen to about 4000 yen  This was

much higher than the price of rice n

other countries, such as South Korea.

Some people in Japan now want to
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Price of rice for food use (60 kg)
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buy cheaper rice from other countries.
However, Japanese rice 1s protected by
tariffs. A tanff 1s a tax on imported
goods. For example, when a company
imports rice, i1t almost always has to
pay a tanff to the Japanese government.
Naturally, the company adds this cost
If the tanff is
high, the rice becomes so expensive
that people do not want to buy it. This

to the price of the rice.

means fewer companies mmport rice,
and Japanese rice farmers are protected.

In 2024, the tanff on rice m Japan
was about 341 vyen per kilogram.
When Japanese rice cost 2,000 yen
for 5 kilograms, there was almost no

iumported rice imn Japan. The tanffs
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were too high, so companies could not
sell imported rice for a lower price than
Japanese rice. But as the price of rice
went up, cheaper rice from overseas
started to appear in stores.

The United States 1s asking Japan
to lower its tanffs on rice and other
agnicultural products.
to import more food that 1s made in
the US.
overseas, its people will be able to
On the

other hand, if imports of rice increase,

It wants Japan
If Japan imports rice from
buy rice at a lower price.
the number of Japanese farmers may

This 15 a very difficult

problem because many people feel

decrease.

that rice 1s a special part of Japanese
culture. i ]
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